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Thank you for your joint letter of 17 August, about recent decisions by
pharmaceutical companies to close UK research centres and how
discontinuing research into new treatments for psychiatric and neurological
diseases will restrict future progress in this important area.

Research and Development (R&D) is a key driver of economic growth and the
pharmaceutical sector has for many years been the most R&D intensive
sector in the UK. However, we are very much aware of the sector-wide
restructuring due to a number of factors not the least of which is the looming
patent cliff.

The Government shares BAP’s disappointment that parts of the industry will
withdraw UK activity in this important field. However, the Government must
also recognise that these were commercial decisions for individual companies
to take as part of their global restructuring strategies. It would not be
appropriate for the Government to attempt to intervene or influence those
decisions.
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